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The topic of the seminar is an examination of social politics and policies in the US. The course’s
main interest lays in the structure of institutions, historical conditions, and the consequences of
social policies. How did the institutions of the US welfare state evolve, which historical conditions
were in place and how did social policies perform once introduced. The contemporary situation will
also be subject to sociological scrutiny.

The course intends to inform on:

The sociological approach: What is a social policy problem, what are the means of identifying it,
and how can it be studied

Terms and theory: Notions of social policy, welfare state, and socialism, empirical findings and
societal norms, the influence of the market and of globalization on social policies

The institutional settings: Different forms of welfare states require different institutional settings,
and vice versa; the mutual relationship between the political landscape and the structure of the
welfare in the United States.

The historical context: The heydays of social policy making (Roosevelt’s New Deal, Johnson’s Great
Society) and the subsequent rise of neo-conservatism (morality, personal responsibility, religious
discipline)

The contemporary situation: The nature of social policies in the US, their role in national politics
(health care reform), path dependency, public opinion and societal conflict)
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