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Programme/Course Description

Spain has traditionally been considered a successful case of transition from dictatorship to
democracy. However, in the context of the recent global economic crisis, the post-transition
regime has been challenged by the emergence of new social movements like the
indignados-15M, parties such as Podemos and Ciudadanos or the strengthening of
separatist movements in Catalonia. The ongoing realignment of the party system produced a
hung parliament in 2015 and forced an early election in 2016 for the first time in the country’s
democratic history. The aim of this module is to analyze the latest developments in
comparative perspective. The module will pay special attention to the democratization period
and the developments since 2011. To contextualize these developments, the main
institutional and political features like the electoral, party and political systems, voting
behavior and the peripheral nationalisms will be discussed.
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